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CONFIDENTIAL BRASILIA 6175 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, BR, US 

SUB J : FOREIGN MINISTER ON BRAZIL-US RELATIONS 

1 . FONMIN SILVEIRA MADE FOLLOWING COMMENTS TO PRESS JULY 23 
WHILE WEEKENDING AT CAMPOS DE JORDAO, SAO PAULO. 

2. ACCORDING TO RIO'S O GLOBO, SILVEIRA SAID BRAZIL-US RE- 
LATIONS HAVE IMPROVED. WITH REFERENCE TO THE BRAZIL- WEST 
GERMAN NUCLEAR AGREEMENT HE ADDED, ACCORDING TO JORNAL DO 
BRASIL, THAT THERE IS BETTER UNDERSTANDING BY THE US "BECAUSE 
THERE IS GREATER DIVERSITY OF OPINION AMONG AMERICAN LEADERS." 
SILVEIRA ALSO REAFFIRMED THAT THE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
REMAINS IN EFFECT, EXPLAINING IN SOME DETAIL THAT BOTH 
SECRETARY VANCE AND MRS. CARTER HAD CONFIRMED THIS TO HIM 

AND TO PRESIDENT GEISEL, RESPECTIVELY, DURING SILVEIRA MEETINGS 
WITH SECRETARY IN PARIS AND GRENADA AND DURING MRS. CARTER'S 
VISIT TO BRAZIL. O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO ALSO COVERED INTERVIEW 
BUT, INTERESTINGLY ENOUGH. DID NOT CARRY SILVEIRA'S REMARKS 
ABOUT US RELATIONS. 

3. COMMENT. WE DO NOT KNOW WHETHER SILVEIRA HAD BEEN APPRISED 
OF SECRETARY'S MOST RECENT LETTER TO HIM WHEN HE MADE ABOVE 
COMMENTS. AS PREVIOUSLY REPORTED, LETTER WAS DELIVERED TO 
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SECRETARY GENERAL OF ITAMARATY AT NOON JULY 22. SILVEIRA'S 
INTERVIEW TOOK PLACE NEXT DAY. 
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